
A Light on the Hill
A RENOVATED SPACE FOR A THRIVING CAMPUS MINISTRY

Atop College Hill, right in the midst of Greek Row, sits St.
Thomas More—a vibrant Catholic student center at Washington
State University. In 1978, construction of our current facility was
begun under the leadership of Fr. E.F. Caffrey, and our forebears
couldn’t have selected a better site. We believe God has placed 
 St. Thomas More in this prominent place to be a light to the entire
university campus. Now the time has come to renovate our
facilities to help us shine the light of Christ more brightly on
this hill. 

“You are the light of the world. 
A city set on a hill cannot be hid.

Nor do men light a lamp and put it
under a bushel, but on a stand, and

it gives light to all in the house. 
Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who
is in heaven." –Matthew 5:14-16



OUR STORY

"Encountering everyone here at St. Thomas More
has been completely life-changing for me. I’ve
made the decision to become Catholic. It’s the
first place I ever encountered Christ--both in the
chapel and through all these people I’ve met. And
I honestly consider them an extension of my own
family. I’ve never met so many genuinely kind
people before." 

~Parker Sorem, freshman

Over the past year, we have connected
with over 500 Greek students who live in
fraternities and sororities right next door. 
Each week, approximately 300 students
walk through our doors and encounter the
Lord in life-changing ways. 
In the past two years, 35 RCIA students
have come into the Church
Student leaders are running the center by
leading Bible studies, speaking at events,
tabling on campus, cooking and cleaning
Students at the center are now passionately
asking, “What if people chose to come to
WSU because of this Catholic student
center?”

Since the doors St. Thomas More opened in
1980, thousands of students' lives have been
impacted by the Gospel. And today, the Lord is
continuing to move in incredible ways here. 

 

OUR MISSION

Our mission is to be a light on the hill
that fosters an atmosphere of healing,
purpose, and hope through Jesus
Christ to the WSU students.



OUR VISION

"I feel like if you could see
more of the beauty of
Catholicism inside the chapel,
everyone would realize,
'Wow, Jesus is right there.'" 

~Sarah Newhard, freshman

enhancing the beauty of the chapel
creating a clear main entrance to the building and

exterior improvements to the building and 

infrastructure upgrades (HVAC,

A new renovation will enable St. Thomas More to more
effectively reach the university community at Washington
State University. Plans include:

       reworking the upstairs floorplan

       landscape (bell tower, staining exterior 
       brick, outdoor gathering space)

       lighting, fixtures & equipment)

"Having the main entry be right
where people can see it--
instead of having to go through
multiple doors--will really help
bring more people in." 

~Katelynn Towry, junior



"I think the renovations will
help us live out our mission
statement, which is 'the light on
the hill'...we'll be more
noticable and create a bigger
beacon of bringing people in."
 

~William Prather, sophomore



Chapel
48" Stained glass window 
  of Holy Spirit      
New cross                                    
Statues of Mary and Joseph                            
Icons of 4 apostles on ceiling        
Ambo                                             
Altar (Carrera marble, 
  handcrafted in Italy)                                               
Presiders chairs                              
Tabernacle                                     
Refinishing of Pews                       
Stations of the Cross                      
New Sacristy                                  
New chapel doors $40K
 

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES

Will You Let Your Light Shine?
YOU can make this vision a reality!  Will you prayerfully consider partnering with us in the "A Light on the
Hill Campaign" to make a life-changing impact in the lives of countless university students? Construction is set
to begin in Summer 2022!

Due to a $500,000 gift from a very generous donor, in combination with other lead gifts, we are already
more than halfway to reaching our campaign goal of $1.2 million!

$75,000
already funded
already funded
$50,000 each
$15,000
 
$30,000
$4,000
$15,000
$3,000 each
$3,000 each
$100,000
$40,000

Exterior
New entry feature and covered area      
  (including new signage 
  & digital display)
Catholic Cougs Bell Tower 
Catholic Cougs Recreational Area 
  (including landscaping, 
  basketball court, & seating area)
 
Second Floor Renovations 
Student study lounge 
New executive offices  
 
 

In addition to general donations, donations for particular items can be made in your name or the name of
someone you would like to honor, commemorated with a plaque. 

$280,000
$50,000
 
 
$100,000

$20,000
$20,000

The Lord has set us on this hill to be a light to the campus
of WSU. The time has come to make the needed updates to

our facilities to help that light shine brighter.
Every day, 3,000 students walk by our building, and my
passionate prayer is that St. Thomas More will become
their home. Will you help us reach them with the good
news of Jesus Christ through your generous donation?

 

--Fr. Paul Heric
 



FOR MORE INFORMATION
Fr. Paul Heric
Director and Chaplain
pheric@dioceseofspokane.org
(509) 332-6311

"St. Thomas More was my spiritual home in college. There, I
found a community to learn and grow with. There, I found a
place where I could rest in the Lord's presence throughout
my day. There, I formed relationships with friends who I am
running with toward heaven still to this day.

God richly blessed me in my time at St. Thomas More. Years
later, now a full-time lay minister, I am deeply grateful for
the leadership opportunities offered me at the Newman
Center. God used experiences that I took for granted to
prepare me for the mission He calls me to today."

~Maria Wanner, class of 2019
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DONATE AT
www.catholiccougs.org/donate

Every donation makes a difference!
THANK YOU for your support of
the "A Light on the Hill"
Campaign!

A Light on the Hill




